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From Jasienica Rosielna, Galicia 
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This family history is a work in progress; if you notice any errors or 
omissions, please contact me. There are many family stories out 
there, please send them; I am hoping for a joint family effort; 
something we can all pass along to the future; hoping our descendants 
will be intrigued by the story our origins, and continue the project to 
trace our roots. Phyllis Kramer (phylliskramerl@gmail.com) 
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Genealogy has been my passion for twenty years, a way to 
reach out to generations not yet born, to enable them to take 
pride in our forefathers, to answer the questions and 
understand the sacrifices they made for their families. 

The death of first cousin Jerry Kramer was the impetus to 
collect and publish; life is so short, so fragile. 

I would like this to be a collective Kramer Family project, 
hoping each of you will add the stories that are meaningful to 
you. This is a first draft; what I collect will become our 
collaborative effort. And then we'll all have something to be 
proud of and pass down. 



Phyllis Kramer, October 2013 
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This is the story of Jacob Kramer, a Galician immigrant who came to the United States in 
the early 1900s. Jacob was born in Jasienica Rosielna to Abraham Mechel Kramer and his 
wife Heni Wisner. 



The Kramer Family Tree 



Descendants of Abraham Mechel Kramer 
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Annie 
Lindner 

b. 7/14/1665 

at Rohatyn??, Galicla, 

Austria 
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at Bronx, NY 
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at NY, NY 



Daniel 
Kramer 
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at NY, NY 

d. 4/13/1992 

at Bklyn, Kings, NY 
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Caroline 
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b. 6//1914 
at Bronx, NY 
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at Rochester. NY 



Emmanual 
Kramer 
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And this is the patriarch. . .Abraham Mechel Kramer, who 
was a peddler living in "Yashnitz", in Galicia. Peddling was 
a common occupation in those days; the men travelled to 
nearby towns and markets to sell their goods. What a 
fabulous photograph! Abraham lived quite a long time by 
the standards of his day, from around 1853 to 1937. He is 
said to have had four wives, although I can document only 
three. 

Two of his children ( Jakob and Ella) immigrated to the US; 
in this document you will see their families. I am sure there 
were other children, but no record survives. 



Abraham Mechel 
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The Kramer Family Timeline: 

1884: Jacob Kramer born to Abraham Mechel Kramer 

1905: Jacob Kramer arrives in New York on the Steamship Kroonland. 

1908: Jacob Kramer marries Annie Lindner in New York City; 7 Avenue D 

1908-1922: Four children born: Rubin (9/28/1908), Daniel (4/19/1910), Caroline (August 

1914), and Emmanuel ((2/6/1922) 

1914: Family moves to 1103 Washington Ave, Bronx, NY 

1916: Half sister Ella Kramer arrives 

1926: Jacob Kramer becomes a citizen, Bronx NY 

1933: Jacob Kramer dies, Annie moves to Hull Avenue, Bronx NY 

1934: Rubin Kramer marries Lillian Scheiner 

1936: Daniel Kramer marries Beatrice Lipshitz 

1942: Caroline Kramer marries Morris Szabo>Sobel 

1948: Manuel Kramer marries Doris Schwartz 



Emigration: The First Step 



It began in October of 1905 when Jacob KRAMER embarked on the Steamship Kroonland in 
Antwerp. According to daughter Carrie, it was on this voyage that Jacob, the rabbinical student, 
met Annie LINDNER, coming home from school in Budapest. Although we have found the 

for Annie in 1904 and 1905 (below), we have never located Jacob on any ship. I 
suspected Jacob took the ship arrival information from Annie so he could 
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Jakob and Hene most likely had the same travel 
experience, to Antwerp in 1905. We have no 
information about their route but most likely it was by 
train. We do know that they probably stayed close to 
the train station or the quays until they could leave. 
Their tickets were not for a particular boat, but for a 
steamship line. We also know the steerage trip was 
ugly, depressing and confining, especially for orthodox Jews who had to provide their own 
provisions. The trip across the atlantic took 12-14 days in that year. The tickets cost $10-12 
each, and when they arrived they had to have some money or someone had to come and vouch 
for them. For more information see the section on emigration. 

Annie & Jacob Kramer: Their Story 

However they met, they married in 1908. 
Chana or Henne became Annie. Jakob 
became Jak. This was consistent with most 
other immigrants who Americanized their 
names, to feel more "at home" in their new 
country. The marriage Certificate reads: 



Jak Kramer 25 (b. 1882), born Austria, tailor; 
parents: Abraham Kramer & Heni Wisner; 
wife: Annie Linder, 22 (b.1885) born Austria; 
parents Rubin Lindner, Dvosha Eichel. 
Rabbi Jacob Brusberg officiated at 66 Sheriff 
Street (on the Lower East Side). 



Annie's age and birthplace were never pinned 
down. In those days it was acceptable to 
manage these "facts". A genealogical bit of humor claims that although the Federal Census was 
taken every ten years, the average woman only aged 7 years. 

Jacob was a dreamer; by occupation he was a tailor. In the 1917 draft he noted that he was 
unemployed. 

Daughter Carrie said: They loved the theater, had many friends; they would meet their brothers 
and sisters in grandma's house. 
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Annie Lindner Kramer: Carrie said: "My 
mother was good but very strict. Stiff. She 
had fine hair; went to beauty parlor every 
week. She had hair she could sit on. Cried 
when they cut it. (Mom: Carrie didn't like 
living with & fought with her mother). 

Cousin Stella (Lindner) and Annie were 
very close. Stella wore a lorgnette. Went 
every summer to the country: Neville, 
tamarack?, Shifllers, Ferndale. 

Carrie: Annie was tough; a cold fish; the 
no sayer. Dora (Dora Lindner, Annie's 
mother) had 6 kids; all went to school in 
Vienna, with maid to take care of them. 
Annie met Jacob on boat after she 
graduated, and was returning to NY. Annie 
kept a kosher house. The children went 
there every weekend; the women played 
cards, the men played craps against the 
radiator. Grandma had a big bowl of Arbis 
(chickpeas). Went to Lake wood; didn't 
want to go to the Catskills because children made too much noise. 

Jeff Sobel (grandchild): Annie was mean. Told Mickey she didn't want to have him; jumped off 
a counter. 

Mickey: really a bitch. Doris Kramer (daughter in law): Annie said "I'm like my father"; very 
controlling. Annie abrasive. Mickey schooled her before introducing her to his mother. She 
made him such a nervous wreck. 

Cousin Gert Lindner: Annie always wore a hat and her sons always got her a corsage for family 
celebrations. 

Cousin Sherri Lindner: Annie yelled at my wedding (1947, Mickey was still in the Army), that 
they're killing my boy (Mickey), never forgave jay for getting married at that time; wouldn't 
invite her to Mickey's wedding. Not happy with daughter marrying non American born; never 
happy, not a good marriage. 
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Lil Kramer: she used to walk over, lonely; lived with divorced lady, (Stella Lindner Horowitz) 
distant relative; seldom talked about herself. We paid for Carries wedding; expected Nanny 
Annie to invite my parents to the wedding; she wouldn't because then would have to ask second 
cousins. Annie wanted to move from East Bronx (Brook Ave.), that's why daddy didn't go to 
college. 

Jacob Kramer 

Carrie Kramer Sobel: I idolized him; not a day goes by I don't think of him. M Mashed 
potatoes", so good, wonderful. Annie met Jacob on boat after she graduated, and was returning 
to NY. Took a picture with mother before he left for US. Jacob was a well read biblical 
student; lived in Vienna; worked hard. Not a tailor, had Ladies Store, cloaks and suits on 23rd 
street. Had factory on 29th street. Quick tempered. My father didn't like temple, although Ruby 
and Denny got Bar Mitzvahed; papa said they only wanted money, not like the old country. 
Went to temple on holidays. 

Jeff Sobel: rumor of business failure; Carrie said he owned a dress factory, called him "pie face" 
Gert Lindner: he fell asleep on night and never woke up. He was young. 



Phyllis Kramer, VP, Education, JewishGen.org 



For the Kramers- wherever they may be! 



First Draft - updated Oct 11, 2013 



page # 8 



The Kramer Family Genealogy 



Jacob & Annie Kramer: Documentation 

Passenger Manifests: 

• Heni Lindner 18 (bl887) Hungary, lpr (last permanent residence) Budapest; Previous in 
country 1894 and 1898.... to uncle Moses Lindner, 744 E 147 St., NYC, able to read/write 
SS Kroonland from Antwerp 9/30-10/10/05 



City Directories: 
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Military : In 1917 Jacob Kramer completed his draft form: born 2/8/84 Galicia; unemployed; 
wife Annie, medium height/stout build; Brown hair; blue eyes, living at 1103 Washington 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 

Naturalization : Jacob became a citizen in the Bronx Superior Court in 1926. The naturalization 
petition reads: 

• Born 3/15/84 Galicia 

• Emigrated: 10/9/05 SS Kroonland 

• Wife: Annie b 7/14/88 Galicia 

• Description: fair 5 '6" 1701b brown hair, brown eyes 

• Children: Rubin 10/19/09, Daniel 4/17/11, Carrie 10/10/13 

• Witnesses 6/15: Stella M. Lindner, bookkeeper,! 103 Washington Avenue (Annie's 
cousin) & Vincent Cafuzzanti barber 2326 Bathgate Avenue 

The Naturalization Process: Becoming a Citizen 

Naturalization, a voluntary process, enables an Alien to become an American Citizen. In 1790 
Congress passed the first Naturalization law. An alien living in the United States for 3 years 
could file a Declaration of Intent (also known as "first papers"); in 1893 the waiting period 
was shortened to two years. 

Three years after filing the Declaration of Intent the alien could file a Petition for 
Naturalization; if granted, he became a citizen and received a certificate. These papers can be 
found online at Ancestry and Familysearch.org. 
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City Directories and the Census: The Federal Census was taken every ten years. The most 
important to Jewish Genealogists are the early census (1900-1940) as they sometimes contain 
clues to family origins. After 1940 the census falls within the federal privacy period of 72 years. 

For Jacob Kramer and his family, I have highlighted the interesting data by year. 
1908 City Directory: Jacob Kramer, tailor, 327 East 8 , home 7 Avenue D 

1910Census: The first census the Kramer family appears in is the 1910 state census: Jakob 
Kramer, 26 (bl884) Austria, 2 years married, emigrated 1906 alien,operator, suits; wife: 
Annie 21(bl889) Austria, 12years US, m2years, 2children/2 living, 16 wks unemployed in 
1909, Rubin 1 7/12 NY, 5 Avenue D, New York, NY 

1913 City Directory : Jacob Kramer, Cloaks, 48 Cannon, home 88 Avenue D 
1915-1918 City Directories: Altman & Kramer, 1 102 Washington Ave, Bronx 



1915 New York State Census: Jacob KRAMER, tailor, Jewish, alien, 12 years US (e.1904); 
Annie 26(1889), 12 years US(1903), Jewish, Alien, children born in the US: Rubie 6, Daniel 5, 
Caroline 1, 1103 
Washington 
Avenue, Bronx, 
NY 













— m 




X 








* 














km 




2 H 


H 


m el 






■j 


- — t jtidrhj,.. 






w 








* 










1 s 












« *0 & \ 













Carrie: We each lived on a different floor: Auntie chipper lived on ground floor, Izzie on 
another, Charlie on another. Long narrow halls, big rooms. Carrie gave Jay the measles, 
then everyone caught it. 



1920 Federal Census : shows the family again at 1103 Washington Avenue, Bronx, NY. Jacob 
is 36 (b.1883) Galicia; 
emig. 1905, tailor and has 
applied for naturalization; 




1924 City Directory: 

3506 Hull Ave, Bronx 

1925 New York State Census shows Jacob 40, born Austria, 20years in the US, citizenship 
granted 1923, Supreme Court, tailor at 1103 Washington Avenue, Bronx, NY 



1930 Federal 
Census again 
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shows the family at 3606 Hull Avenue in the Bronx. Jacob is listed as an owner, ladies cloaks & 
suits; 45, born in Pol-Austria, married at 23, emigrated in 1905, naturalized; wife Annie 43 
(1887)married at 21, emigrated in 1905, naturalized; children are Rubin21 NY, salesman, 
hosiery mill; Daniel 19salesman haberdashery, Carolinel5, and Emmanuel 8 

1945 City Directory: Annie Kramer: 1375 grand concourse, Bronx 



Jacob & Annie: Final Notes 

Jacob died of a heart attack in 1933 when he was only 49. Leaving Annie a widow supported by 
her children. Annie died in 1951. 

Judy Katz: the story went that Jacob died of indigestion before a surprise party planned for him 
which was why Daddy would never talk about surprise parties. 

Carrie: Annie died of cancer. It was a long and painful death. She called me from country, said 
Rubie should pick her up, she's bleeding; didn't believe in doctors, wanted to die in her own 
house. The "three of us" shared the expense of her round the clock nurses. 

Barbara Kramer remembers her apartment and pain (she was 4). Also cherry candies in bowl. 

(Judy Kramer Katz)- Nanny Annie died 2 months before my Bat Mitzvah, April 1951; gave me 
her ring and her watch; had to go to see her to get it. That was the beginning of real dissension 
in the family; daddy paid rent on apartment but his siblings wanted the contents. 

It was in that apartment that my mother took the one thing she valued, the 
photograph of Annie Lindner and her family. The original hangs in a place 
of honor in my room. More about the Lindners later . 

In those days, folks bought a gravesite in one of the Benevolent 
Associations; until the 1950s, the sites were the next available and folks 
were not buried with their kin. In fact, Annie and Jacob are not even in the 
same cemetery, as the Mt. Zion plot had no more gravesites. 

Annie Lindner Kramer: Death Certificate #4285 reads: 4/25/51 Bronx, 63 (b. 1888) In US: 
55; widow (colon cancer) 1375 Grand Concourse, 63, Poland. Parents: Rubin Lindner, Dora. 
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Informant Rubin Kramer, son, 63-61 99 St., Forest Hills. Buried Mt. Lebanon Cemetery, Bklyn 
4/26/51 Dr. Louis Goodkin 104 E40 NYC. 

NY Times Obituary: Annie, beloved mother of Rube, Danny, Manuel and Caroline Sobel and 
beloved sister of Charles, Isadore, Jack Lindner, Sadie Tanner and Pauline Kindler, beloved 
grandmother and mother in law, funeral services at Hirsch's Funeral Parlor, Jerome Ave, Bronx 
NY at 12 noon Thursday. Shiva sitting commencing Saturday evening at 1878 Grand 
Concourse, Bronx. 



Jacob Kramer: Death Cert: #10560 angina pectoris. 
Mt. Zion Cemetery, Progressive Workmen's 
Benevolent Assn b. 2/2/84, age 49, Austria, clothing 
designer; e.28 years ago(1905); parents Abraham 
Kramer and Carrie x, Austria; Tombstone reads: 
Yitzhauk (son of) Avraham 
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The Lindners & Eichels from Rohatyn, Galicia 

Jacob Kramer was a Talmudic student; his father was a peddler. Annie Eichel came from a 
more distinguished family; her father was Reuven Lindner, her mother Dvorsha Eichel (1862- 
1927NY). These families came from Rohatyn and environs. The Eichels were well-known in 
the community, paid taxes and owned their own homes. Dvorsha' s father Anschel Eichel, like 
his father before him, was a tailor who specialized in making uniforms for the Pravoslav priests 
and monks in Rohatyn. Reuven Mechel Lindner (1854-1904) we were told was a Day an. Ronna 
Lindner: I remember hearing that Reuven was a traveling lay rabbi who went from town to 
town to settle disputes. 

The photo at the left, taken around 1892, somewhere 
in Austria-Hungary, possibly in Budapest, shows 
Dvorsha Eichel Lindner and Reuven Lindner, with 
children Nachman (Mark), Annie (who married 
Jacob Kramer), Anschel (Charles) and Izzie. 

They had six children born in Rohatyn and Burstyn 
(only 4 survived) and three more born in the US. 

idl t :^ffc" s ■ Reuven (1854-1904) and Dora (Dvorsha) (1885-1951) 

WF W travelled a great deal; they came to the US early, in 

the 1890s. Here he was a ladies tailor in Patterson 
New Jersey (1893-4) and New York City; although 
granddaughter Gert claimed he was "in the textiles, 
silks and/or importing business; returned to Europe 
several times for business. Dora believed "everyone 
should be in business". Reuven and Dora returned to 
Europe in 1903 or 1904, we were told to find a cure for his illness. He never returned. As a 
widow Dora returned to the United States March 14, 1906 with the children. 
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Annie Lindner Kramer (lower right) and her siblings (Mark, Jack, Izzie, Charlie, Pauline, 
Sadie and Annie) at a family wedding in 1944. Mark 
was a famous playwright and actor, Jack was a 
successful producer and talent agent, Izzie owned a 

haberdashery and Charlie 
was the "patriarch", 
becoming successful in 
the silk business. Mark 
wrote and Jack produced 
"Diamond Lil" with Mae 






West and Jack produced a TV show "The Bowery", in 1951. 

The family is buried in the Rohatyn landsmanshaften 
(neighborhood association) in Mt. Hebron. 



Rohatyn - a Cosmopolitan City 



Today known as Rogatin, located in the 
Ukraine, south of L'viv at longitude 49° 25' and 
latitude 24° 37'. 

From 1792 until 1919 it was known as Rohatyn, 
in the Austrian province of Galicia, from 1919 
until 1945 it was part of Poland, and then it 
became part of the Ukraine. 

For a flavor of this town early in the 1900s, 

I've taken the following quotes from the Rohatyn Memorial Book chapter by Dr. Isaac 
Lewinter (1962): 

"Rohatyn was considered a "Jewish city." Close to four thousand Jews lived there. . .Rohatyn 
was generally regarded by inhabitants and outsiders alike as a progressive town. It contained 
two middle schools (gymnasium) - one, Ukrainian, and the other, Polish. Many Jewish children 




as of (foe mtf Wh-cvnfwy 



Phyllis Kramer, VP, Education, JewishGen.org 



For the Kramers- wherever they may be! 



First Draft - updated Oct 11, 2013 



page #14 



The Kramer Family Genealogy 



studied in these schools. In Austrian times, no educational restrictions were placed on Jewish 
children. 

Most of the Jewish population of Rohatyn made their living in small trade. They bought eggs, 
butter, cheese, chickens, geese, and ducks from the local farmers and sold them to other Jews. A 
fair was held every Wednesday. . ..In our shtetl, there were a few merchants with bigger trade. 
They would bring their goods from Lemberg, Stanislawow, Vienna, and Budapest. These were 
the shtetl magnates, the gentry, who dealt with rich Jews and local landowners. . .There was 
also, as in every other Polish- Jewish shtetl, a significant class of Jewish craftsmen - 
shoemakers, tailors, carpenters and the like. The shtetl also possessed a few Jewish clerks, a 
small number of lawyers, three Jewish doctors (Dr. Stein, Dr. Schaff, and Dr. Mehlman) and a 
few Jewish schoolmistresses. . Jewish children also studied Hebrew. 



Weddings in Rohatyn reverberated throughout the surrounding countryside. The canopy was set 
up beside the large synagogue, and the bride and groom were led there amidst a grand parade. 
The band led the way. The music rang through the streets and raised a great crowd. Children ran 
ahead and had a great time chasing after the band. It was lively and cheerful in the shtetl." 
( http://www.jewishgen.0rg/yizkor/rogatin/Rohatyn.html#TOC ) 

For more information on the Jewish history of the town Rohatyn, see my web page: 
http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/rohatvn/rohatyn.htm 



Rohatyn, Ukraine 



Alternate names: Rohatyn [Ukr, Pol], 
Rohatin [Yid], Rogatin [Rus], Rotin 

Region: Stanislawow 



JGFF TOT, vii Search (322 Matches) 
Yizkor Books (3): 

o Kehilai Rohatitn 1 e-ha-sei t a >T&. Aviv. 10621 [T] 

o Zikhron Zemer - ZmirotMangmotRogatin fGivataiim, lqt^] 

* Puikas ha-keMot; mtsMopedimshElha-i/ishui-irji le-min hiiasdam le-ad le-ahtr 
shoat mShemet ha-olarji ha-shevAiia: Poland 101 2: Eastern Galicia 
(Jerusalem, 1980) 

KehilaLinks 

:::lc.l:::k£ isv--:; •: ler. : :z r: ::c.:y:: r::: cV.yn.htm 
JOWBR: Jewish Cemetery 
JOWBR Landsmanshaft: (3) : 

o llomefiore Cemetery. Queens. USA 

* Mt, Hebron Cemetery. Queens. USA 

* Mi, Zion Cemetery. Queens. USA 



Town 



District 



Country 



Before WWI (c, 1900): Rohaty n Ron a t g 



Austrian Empire 



Between the wars (c. 1930): Rohaty n Ron a tv n 



Poland 



After WWII ( c. 1 g 5 0) : Rogatin 



Today (c. 2000): Rohatyn 



ewish Population in 1900: 



3,503 (in 1.890}, 2,223 (in 192O 



Russian/ Ukrainian: PoraTHH. Yiddish: twgwi 

40 miles SEof Uviv (Lvov}, 34 miles X of Ivano-Frankivsk (Stanislawow). 



Rohatvn, Ukraine: iQ : 2~' X, ax" 37' E 



Xearbv Jewish Communities: 
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The Children: Rubin, Daniel, Caroline, Emmanuel 

Rubin Kramer (Sept 1908 - Dec 1979) 

My father was born September 28, 1908 to Annie and Jacob, at 7 Avenue D 
(amazingly my mom was born on the same block 2 years later!). After his father 
died, his mother needed his income so story has it that he never graduated high 
school, instead went to work. Cousin Gert Lindner said he was introduced to a 
hosiery salesman by his uncles and he began by carrying a sock case. Eventually he took a 
salesman's job. 

He was multi-talented; he was handsome, had great charm, and was well built. He was an 
athlete as a young man - (swimming, rowing). I have a wonderful photo of Ruby in a bathing 
suit, ready to swim across the Hudson River. I will add it. 




Mom said that he had a musical ear; although his sister Carrie 
got the piano lessons, he learned just by listening. I knew he had 
perfect pitch (he would come home from a Broadway show, and 
sit down at the piano. ..within a few minutes he was playing the 
songs). 

Doris Kramer said: all bark no bite. Left home early. 



ill 



np 





1 



4 
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He adored his beautiful wife 
Lillian and they made a handsome 
couple. They married in 1935 at 
the Broadway Central Hotel in 
Manhattan. I still have the guest 
list and it included mother Annie 
Kramer, half sister Ella and many 
Eichel & Lindner relations, but no Kramers; supposedly there was 
an uncle, but I never found him in the guest list). 

Mom said: Jacob Kramer's family came from Yashnitz — before 
the wedding we went to an uncle's house and learned that Ruby's 
uncle went to cheddar with my father. It was easy to verify, as 
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Yashnitz was a dairy town and certain egg dishes were called Yashnitzers. At the 
wedding the two men, who hadn't seen each other in 40 years, were thrilled to 
tears. 



The young couple lived in the Bronx (185 
McClellan, 1265 Gerard Avenue, 1045 Anderson 
Avenue, 1181 Sheridan Avenue), moving to Rego Park around 
1946 and Forest Hills around 1953. 

Ruth Feir: good marriage, very much in love. 

After working for a number of hosiery firms (Exeter, 
Westminster), my father started his own company, Jambi Hosiery 
(Sox With Sox Appeal) in 1954; Lillian worked as bookkeeper. 
Offices were in the 33rd Street area. 
The firm maintained the family for 
over 30 years. Among my most 
treasured keepsakes are these: 



During the last years of prohibition (1930-1) Ruby, with Lillian's 
brother Tully Scheiner, had connections with a factory in Canada. 
They would drive north and bring back the illegal liquor. 

Mom: During the war, Daddy worked the midnight in a factory in 
Brooklyn, and then was ambulance driver in New York City. 




They moved to Manhattan in 1963 and Great Neck in 1974, then down to Hollywood, Florida. 



Cousin Gert Lindner: Rubie Kramer was quiet; brought Lillie, a beautiful and fun lady, well 
dressed to his fathers Shiva, and announced his intentions. Lillie came to house at Longfellow 
Avenue, Bronx and played the piano; I was very impressed. 

He valued honesty and integrity and self motivation. He was very proud of his two daughters. 
He was a warm and loving man. We miss him terribly. 
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Lillian Scheiner Kramer 

Lillian Scheiner was born at 32 Avenue D to Abraham and 
Gussie Stecher Scheiner in September of 1910. She was 
the oldest; the younger children were Goldie and Tully» 

Now this was quite a lady; beautiful, intelligent (one of the 
first women to enter NYU Law). But she didn't graduate. 

Mom: Manny (Schacker) advised me that when I finished 
law school, if I could learn Steno and typing, it would be 
easier to get into law office; so I went for 6 weeks to 
Merchant & Bankers to learn; first job $34/week with IRS, 
through Collegiate Agency. Then Export Firm, friend of 
Uncle Charlie, paid $40, so I quit law school, as I wanted 
to be an accountant. Lil took the Civil Service Exam in January of 1932 

Barbara Kramer: I was awestruck with your mom; different from other moms I knew; refined, 
"society". 

Rubin & Lillian Kramer: The Next Generation 

Judy Kramer, born 1938 in the Bronx, married Stan Katz in 1960. Their business began with 
Archer Messenger Service and morphed into AMS, an outsourcing firm primarily for the legal 
industry. Children are Andy (1962) and Cheryl (1964). Andy is living in South Beach Florida 
with wife Josette, working in Real Estate and Cheryl is living in Raleigh North Carolina, an 
antique dealer of bears, dolls and toys; you can find her at YesterdaysTeddy.com. The photo 
below is from 2013 
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Phyllis Kramer, born 1941 in the Bronx, married Gary Gumbrecht in 1991 and lives in New 
York City and Palm Beach Gardens. Phyllis took early retirement from IBM (was a business 
consultant), and is now Vice President of Education at JewishGen 

( www . j e wi shgen . or g/education ) and teaches genealogy in local colleges and societies. In 201 1 
she was awarded the Outstanding Contribution 
by the International Society of Jewish 
Genealogists for "for creating and teaching 
an innovative set of Courses online at 
JewishGen" which has reached over 1400 
students. 

1990 -Stan & Judy, Cheryl and Andy, Phyllis 
& Gary - Mom's 80 th Birthday! 

Rubin and Lillian Kramer: Final Notes 

Sheri Lindner: Lil seemed vulnerable after Ruby died; put up wall; didn't seem interested in 
seeing Rube's family; OK to take her out for dinner, called and she didn't refuse. 

Rube had his first heart attack in 1976 and never recovered (Acute myocardial infarction) from 
his second one in December of 1979. The Death Certificate reads: 12/15/79 age 71, b 9/28/08, 
m Lillian Scheiner, President Men's Hosiery, 3800 Hillcrest Drive, Hollywood Fla, 057-03- 



8655, p: Jacob Kramer/ Anne Lindner. Levitt 
Weinstein Memorial Chapels, 1921 Pembroke Rd, 
Hollywood Fla, Beth David Cemetery, Elmont, 
NY. Dr Schreiber, 2450 Hollywood Blvd. Acute 
myocardial infarction, arteriosclerotic heart 
disease; 1 hour. The NY Times Obituary reads: 
Beloved husband of Lillian, devoted father of 
Judy and Stanley Katz and Phyllis, adored 
grandfather of Andy and Cheryl Katz, dear 
brother of Mickey, Denny and Carrie Sobel. 
Services Tuesday, 12:15 at Schwartz Brothers 
"Forest park Chapels", WB & 76th Rd, FH. 
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Lil died of breast and/or lung cancer in February of 2000 (she had smoked for over 70 years!). 
She managed it all until the last few months. Her obit reads: beloved wife of the late Rube, in 
Hollywood Florida. Loving mother of Judy Katz and her husband Stanley and Phyllis 
Gumbrecht and her husband Gary. Cherished grandmother of Andy and Cheryl 
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Daniel Kramer (April 1910 - April 1992) 

Denny was born in 1910 at 88 Avenue D. Denny told his granddaughter 
Melissa that he left school when his father died. 

He married Beatrice Lifshitz around 1936 
(Barbara said there were two ceremonies, 1936 
with justice of the peace, 1937 with rabbi). Bea 
also went by her mother's maiden name of 
Remis. 

The 1940 census showed them living at 15 Featherbed Lane in the 
Bronx (Daniel 30, born New York, Proprietor of Men's 
Furnishings,Beatrice28 born New York, 15 featherbed Lane 
Bronx, NY). 

Occupation: Denny initially had a men's clothing store on Church Street (Barbara: when the 
Church St store was torn down, part of the plans for trade center around 1966, he went into the 
Brooklyn store). Bea had a pocketbook and jewelry store next door. 





Doris: Bea was nervous and insecure; bit her nails to the quick (editor's note: I do that too!) 



Daniel & Beatrice Kramer: The Next Generation 

Denny and Beatty had two children, Jerry in November of 1942 and Barbara in April of 1947. 
Denny drove a jeep for a captain in World War II until 1944 (Carrie: When he came back 
Jerry (2 years old) did not recognize him). The family moved to Douglaston, Queens, New 
York and then to Little Neck. 

Barbara Kramer married Kyle Deppe around 1967 and daughter Melissa was 

born 8/9/1972. Denny raised Melissa after his wife Bea 
wife died (1976) and Barbara's marriage fell apart. 
Barbara sold clothing for institutional children, then 
mobile shopping; often travels midweek. 
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Melissa Deppe is married to Steven Scott McCall and has children Caroline and Daniel 
Lombardi from her first marriage. 



E3V 
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Jerry Kramer (born 1942) married Harriet Cohen (circa 1962) and had 4 
children, Mattie (1967), Howard (1969), Janice (1970) and Richard; the boys 
were adopted by Bruce and Heather Cohen from Rochester 
and Janice went to her maternal grandmother after the 
marriage broke up. 

Jerry then married Linda Manza and had Tiffany (circa 
1978). Jerry died in 2013. It was Jerry's death that prompted 
me to put together this genealogy. He was the first in our 
generation to pass. 
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Bruce Cohen told me (2013) that Janice went to her maternal grandparents 
but then returned to her mother. Her mother remarried and lives in Baton Rouge. Janice is 
married and lives in Pittsburgh. 

Jeff: Denny liked to bet the horses. Jerry was my baby sitter; he was wacky as a kid; had a 
rambler convertible; made u turn on Bronx River for Joey's bar mitzvah; sometimes in trouble 
in junior high school 

Melissa: Although we shared a two-family house with him in Brooklyn, my grandfather did not 
raise me. Barbara raised me, but grandpa certainly helped take care of me. It surprised me to 
read that my grandfather had a bar mitzvah. I have a memory of my grandfather that I'd like to 
share. First, although he was not a religious man, he so cherished his wife's memory that for the 
sixteen years between her death and his, he lit shabbos candles every Friday night because it's 
what she would have wanted. I loved watching him do that. For most of that time, he didn't 
have a yarmulke, so he said a prayer with a potholder perched on top of his head. 

It also surprised me to see how much tension there was between my grandfather's siblings and 
their mother. I don't think I ever met your father, but I remember my grandfather speaking 
fondly of him. He visited with both Carrie and Mickey frequently. I guess I came along after 
they'd all settled their differences 

Denny died April of 1992 in Brooklyn. Barbara: my father had minor congestive heart failure; 
was healthy, but believed it was time to die. 
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Caroline 


; (Carrie) Kramei 















Born in 1914 in the Bronx, Carrie said she remembered going to camp as a kid. 
She worked a bookkeeping machine at 2 Park Avenue (across from Altaian's) 
and 180 Madison Ave. I would eat lunch at a shanty restaurant around the corner, 
35 cents a meal. Mother said Jewish girls had to play the piano; took lessons for 8 years. I was 
close with Robby Lindner, he was a doll; beautiful singing voice and very good looking - all my 
friends would say, that's your cousin? We rode bikes together 

Carrie married F/l-c Morris Sobel June 3, 1945 and the Reception was in the Hangaria 
Restaurant at 163 W 46 St., NYC; shortly thereafter they moved to 1181 Sheridan Avenue in 
the Bronx. Jeffrey Sobel was born in 1948 and they moved to Union Turnpike in Queens. 

Carrie: I Met Morris Szabo/Sobel. in Camp Unity (communist camp), which was only place 
she and her friend could go for $35; Morris was leaving, took her number. Had 3 miscarriages 
before giving birth to Jeffrey. Things were very hard; they lived with Morris' parents and 
sister; Morris and Carrie supported everyone; mother in law was upset when Carrie became 
pregnant. Everybody liked Morris. Owned Sobel Knitwear, first on Myrtle Avenue in Brooklyn 
(when they lived on union turnpike) then in Norwalk Conn. 

Barbara Kramer: when my mother died late 76, my father got 
friendlier with the Sobels, they came down twice year, would 
stay 2-3 weeks, saw friends. . ..we knew them very 

well Melissa enjoyed/loved Morris. . .but I couldn't stand 

Carrie, she lectured about everything, was a hypochondriac; 
always dying, always in terrible pain; dying of something; 

unhappy re: station in life Originally I was shy with 

Morris, perhaps because only one with thick European accent; 
too touchy, feely, shied away from him; met him later and 
thought he was a very nice man, pleasant. But when he stayed 
with us, I saw a different man. Carrie was irritating, I thought 
tight, narrow. 

Doris: Mickey didn't like Carrie because she reminded him of his mother. 
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Judy K: Carrie was always bitte 


r 

















In the 1970s they moved to Rochester New York (147 Grey stone Lane). Carrie: Moved because 
Korean neighbors (Philip Kim was doctor, wife nurse in Korea) invited them for a visit and they 
liked it. Lived in Dansville 5 years. 



Phyllis: I met Carrie in her son Jeffrey's house in Woodstock New York in 1996. Jeff and wife 
Stacey were busy with work and plans (their business is Artrider, they produce crafts fairs), but 
Carrie was lonely and anxious to please; she enjoyed talking about the family. She told me she 
"has shingles which turned into neuralgia; kids too busy with business to visit. Morris got 
cancer after 60th birthday; came back from South America. Died 10 years ago (1985); I miss 
him very much." 

Jeff: Carrie was 8 months older than Morris; made Jeff promise not to put correct date on 
tombstone. Carrie died in Rochester in 2003. 

Carrie Kramer & Morris Sobel: The Next Generation 

Barbara Kramer: I only saw Jeff once as adult. . . after marriage, very nice and pleasant. Picked 

Carrie up and drove her down to my father's 
funeral. 

Carrie: allergic to milk when a kid; very tight with 
Joey Kramer; graduated from Queens College; was 
draftsman for city; dated shiksas, but married a 
Jewish girl. 

Stacey Jaritt kept her maiden name and Carrie didn't 
approve. 

«2003 Jeff Sobel & Stacey Jarrit with daughter 
Jacqueline (born 1983) at Syracuse University 
graduation. In 2013 Jacqueline married Matt Hirsch 

Jeff and Stacey produce craft fairs, live in 
Woodstock and have a pied a terre in NYC. 
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Emmanuel (Mickey) Kramer 

Mickey was the baby, born in February 1922 in the Bronx. He attended Dewitt Clinton High 
School and worked for his Uncle Charlie Lindner's partner Marcasi at Lindner and Marches, 
ties and silks. 



Enimanual 



ramer 

b. 2/6/1922 
Bronx, NY 

4/1S/1554 
Bronxviile, NY 



Doris 
Kaye 

Schwartz 

b, 7/9/1514 
Jersey City, NJ 



El 



Joey 
Kramer 

b. 6/19/1950 



Annabeile 




ramer 

b. 5/28/ 195-1 
Ycnkers, NY 



1 



Scott London 

b. //1953 



Amy 
Kramer 



1 



Bill Olin 

[WoodlavmJ, NY 



Si 



Suzy 
Kramer 



Mike 
Sammarco 







Jessie Sky 
Kramer 

b. tpm 

NY, NY 




Eric Robert 
London 

b.3j'29/l9S2 



Katie 
Lynn 
London 

b. 5/31/1966 



□ 



Ashley 
Olin 

b, 6/4/1993 



Melanie 
Olin 

b, 6/24/1935 



FT 



Jordan 

Michelle 

Sammarco 



Adrienne 
Sammarcc 

b, 10/ 22/1990 



Military : Mickey enlisted in February of 1943 and participated in the Normandy Invasion. Was 
a private (#32795115) 2/1 3/43-3/28/46 in Company K, 175th Infantry, 29th infantry division. 
He earned Medals: Purple Heart, Victory, American Campaign, and received an honorable 
discharge. After recooperating from getting shot, he managed a band in 
London. He was part of Special Services: dance bands, dance instructor, 
driver of vehicles. 

Melissa: My grandfather (Denny Kramer) told me that Mickey had been 
traumatized in the war— something about shooting a German soldier. 

In 1948 Mickey married Doris Schwartz. 

Jeff Sobel: Doris was a WAC, met Mickey in the army. 

Doris lived at Davidson Avenue in the Bronx. They moved to 
Yonkers, then Eastchester. Children Joey (1950), Annabeile (1953), 
Amy (1956) and Suzy (1961). Each married and raised families. 
Mickey had 10 years with Parkinson's and died in 1994. 
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Jeff S: he had Parkinson's and took a lot 
yell at all the children. 


of xanox; Joey wanted to detox him. Mickey woul 


d 



Doris: couldn't get army to pay for medical, they claimed not due to military service 



Barbara: Mickey/Denny spoke on phone, saw each other. 

Amy: My father was a whistler; he woke up every morning whistling a 
tune while he made his breakfast. A passionate tennis player, he lived 
for the game until Parkinson's took away his mobility. Like his big 
brother Ruby, he had a great ear for music; in the service he managed a 
band in London after recouping from getting shot up during WWII. 
Received the purple heart. He was a hero. I think back then they didn't 
understand Post Traumatic stress. Not to mention his crazy mother . . . 
who wouldn't be anxious if your mother told you she never wanted you 
and tried to abort her pregnancy. My father lived with anxiety for years 
his time in the war. Though he was quite the disciplinarian, to the point 
a little scared, his family meant everything to him. 




Mickey's Family: 

Oldest daughter Annabelle married Scott London and had Eric (1982) and Katie (1986). 

Middle daughter Amy married Bill Olin, had Ashley (1993) and Melanie (1995) 

Youngest daughter Suzy married Mike Sammarco and had Jordan (1988) and Adrienne (1990) 

They can all be found on facebook. 

Amy's pride is teaching rumba. . .Annabelle likes ? 
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Joey Kramer 




Joey is our resident VIP. I can remember him playing the 
drums in the basement of their Scarsdale home, and 
tumbling with my dad. He had an interesting relationship 
with his father, as he described in his book "Hit Hard" 

(below) 1994 showed Joey, April (Simon) and Jessie 

Sky Kramer. Son Jesse Sky, born in 1982 and has taken up 
with his own band. In 2000 April wrote: Jesse is going to 



see Asia (April's daughter) in Olympia, Washington next Saturday. And he's off to look at a 
college in San Francisco. He graduated from Vt. Academy in May and is taking a year off. 
Asia graduated From Evergreen College in'99. 1 stay busy fundraising for an organization in 
Boston called Victory Programs. 

In 2009 Joey remarried Linda Pappan and moved to Texas. 

Hit Hard, the book was described on a marketing flyer: "In 1997, amid Aerosmith's sold-out 
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world tour and number one album release, word about Joey's troubles was reported in the press. 
Despite the advice he had received to play it down, Joey revealed in an interview his ongoing 
struggles with depression. The response from fans and people battling those same internal 
demons was overwhelming. Joey- who has been the drummer in Aerosmith since it was founded 
in 1970 and is the first member of the band to release his own book-now tells the complete 
story: the early days of the band, glamorous drug-addled events leading up to their eventual 
sobriety, battles within his family and among band mates, and the explosive internal dynamics 
in Aerosmith that continue to unleash a fury of endless creativity. ..." 
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Ella Kramer 

Back in Jasienica, around 1890 
Abraham Kramer took a second wife 
(it was said he had four wives), 
Esther Rifka Beim born circa 1865 in 
the neighboring town of Lutcza and 
Ella Kramer was born 6/16/1899. 
Ella's mother died when she was two 
and her father remarried. Story says she 
was raised by another family after 
Abraham remarried. 




Ella 

Kramer 

b. G/ifi/lS» 
at Jasienica 
Rasielna. Galicia, 
Austria 
d. 7/13/1986 
at EndnOj Los 
Angeles, Calif 
91335 



Joe 

Hoffman 

b, 1/4/1890 

at Buoaczj. Gadda, 

Austria 

d, 8/3/1988 

at Terrenes. Calif 

m. 10/5/1918 

at NY, NY 



Drezel Kramer 

b, 4/1^/1903 

at Lutcza. Austria 

d, 4/12/1903 

at Jasienica Rosielna. Austria 



Rita Hoffman 

b. l/lfi/1928 
at Pa 

d. 3/19/1989 

at Los Angeles, Calif 



Curt Fondell 

b. 7/31/1921 

at Czechesb'jakis 

d. 8/5/1987 

at North Hollywood [LA), Calif 

m. 8/14/1955 

at Las Vegas. Nevada 



Ella Kramer arrived at Ellis Island on May 4 1916 (SS Nordham) with her brother Jacob as 
her destination. The manifest read Alte Kramer, 18 years old, single, to brother Jacob Kramer 
Washington St, Bronx. 



On the boat Ella became friendly with 3 Hoffman sisters (Vichi Vicha); when brother Joe 
Hoffman met the sisters in New York Ella fell in love with him. After the introduction, Joe told 
Ella she needed a new pair of shoes; this was the first present Joe gave Ella. 



They married in 1918 in New York; the marriage certificate reads: #26706 10/5/18, Ella 
Kramer, 19, 536 East 82, from Jasienica Austria, parents: Abraham Kramer and Ester Beim to 
Joseph Hoffman, 23, egg inspector, born Austria, parents: Sarah Hoffman and Chuna Malamet 
Hoffman, 215E103. 

The couple adopted Rita (born 1928) and Rita married Curt Fondell. 



Doris: Ella was Uncle Joe's little girl. Carrie was crazy about 
Aunt Ella. 

«Great photograph of Ella and niece Carrie 

Joan Fondell: I remember that my Grandmother Ella told me 
that her mother died in childbirth or nearly thereafter and her 
father (Abraham?) remarried another woman (Esther?) who my 
mother liked a lot. 
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Carrie: Ella Kramer came a year or two after Jacob. He sent for her. Ella lived with the family 
at first, and then papa got her an apartment. Aunt Ella lived close by Dora (1916-8?). Annie 
had thought she would help around the house; Ella didn't want to; wanted to be waited upon. 



Carrie: Joe was a comedian, very warm. Married Joe. He was in the egg business; sent boxes 
of eggs on Passover. Son-in-Law Kurt was Czech. Ella had come from California for a visit, 
then attended Jacob's funeral (1934). 
Ella had another brother who died 
in Poland. 



Joe Hoffman: everyone liked him. 

Carrie mentioned: Ella went to visit 
Kramers in Europe, somewhere in 
Poland. 

That clue led me to her passport: Ella 
Kramer Hoffman of 734 East 136 th 
Street, she applied for a passport to 
return home and visit family in 1925. 
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Three Kramer Puzzles to Be Solved 

1. Abraham Mechel Kramer's Wives 

Here's what I was told: Abraham Mechel had 4 wives. 

• 1908: Jacob Kramer's marriage certificate says parents were Abraham Kramer and Heni 
Wisner 

• 1918: Ella Kramer's marriage certificate says parents were Abraham Kramer and Ester 
Beim 

• Note: my experience with marriage certificates is when there is a step mother, sometimes 
folks reply with the current wife's name, rather than the mother's name. 

• Lil Kramer: Ella's mother died when she was two and father remarried. 

• Shaindy added: We knew she was raised with my mother's family and that Ella liked her 
step mother, Ester. 

Birth Record for Drezel who died in infancy. Lutcza is 5 miles NNW of Jasienica: 



1903 



15 



B 



Drezel 



Abraham 
Mechel 



KRAEMER 



Jasienica 



Ester Rif ke 



BEIN 



Lutcza 



Zmarta12.IV.1903. 



• Carrie says she was named after Caroline, Abraham's wife. 
The Puzzle is who was Jacob's mother and who was Ella's mother. 

2. Jacob's mother's Surname: although Jacob's marriage certificate clearly states his mother's 
name was Heni Wisner, there were no families in the area by that surname. There were, 
however, many Wilner families. 



3. The Kramer Siblings?? 

Ella came here in 1916 with Fani 21 (b.1895) and Amelie Kramer 19 (b.1897), later followed 
by Chane and Samuel. 




i I ^ Y\ i I ■ ■ ■■ ,mr rUr J, ■ I, r ■ , ■ i ■ : 



• Kramer, Alte, Jasinicza, Austrial916 18y 

• Kramer, Amalie, Jasinicza, Austrial916 19y +, Jasienica 

• Kramer, Chane, Jasienica, Poland 1923 23y SS Minnekahda from Antwerp 10/25/23 to 
bil Sam Kleve 166 Noth Ave, LIC 

• Kramer, Samuel 1923, 69 (1854)widower Male Jasienica 



This was interesting and took quite a bit of time to figure out how these four Kramers fit into 
the family; the first clue was that while Ella was boing to her brother Jakob, the other two were 
going to their brother in law, Samuel Kleve, 166 Nott St, Long Island City, Queens. 
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Research showed that Samuel Kleve had 
married their sister, Dora Weiss also from 
Jasienica. But why the Kramer surname? 



My first speculation was that, like so many 
births in Galicia, parents were not "civilly" married, only "rabinically" married, thus often the 
children carried their mother's surname. Granddaughter Shaindy told me: For some reason, that 
had to do with the draft in Yashenietza; my grandfather adopted his mother's maiden name - 
which was Kramer. When he got to America he took back his real name. So Samuel, Fani and 
Amelie Weiss switched back to Weiss in New York after using the surname Kramer on the 
manifests. 

Ella grew up with this Weiss/Kramer family in Jasienica. In New York, my sister Judy 
remembers dad telling her he would drive Aunt Ella to visit them in the Bronx. Around 1930 
Ella and family moved to California and shortly thereafter one of the Weiss girls was married in 
Ella's apartment in Los Angeles. 

Shaindy said: My family was very close to Ella; we called her Tante Ella and loved when she 
came to visit. We never knew just how we were related. We knew she was raised with my 
mother's family, and until I saw your e-mail, I didn't even know that her father was the relative. 
We also knew her in the 40 's and 50 's. We loved Joe Hoffman too - he was a wonderful 
person. Of course we also knew her adopted daughter Rita. 

Now here's an interesting story: Shaindy, Dora's niece said: When my Aunt Dora was about to 
leave for America at the age of sixteen (1898) - her mother told her that she was expecting and 
asked her not to go until after the baby would be born. But my aunt already had her ticket and 
all arrangements made - so she left anyway. (Years later - after she had married a man of some 
means - my aunt wrote to my grandmother saying she would like to come home for a visit. My 
grandmother wrote back - "My tears haven't dried yet from your first leaving - 1 can't go 
through another leave taking - don't come". So they never saw each other again.) 




Phyllis Kramer, VP, Education, JewishGen.org 



For the Kramers- wherever they may be! 



First Draft - updated Oct 11, 2013 



page #33 



The Kramer Family Genealogy 

Jasienica, the Kramer Town in Galicia, Austria-Hungary 

Galicia was a Kronland or province of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire from around 1770 to 
1918, when Austria lost World War I. At that time the victorious "allies" moved the province of 
Galicia to the newly re-created country of Poland. In 1945 at the end of the World War II, the 
eastern half of this area was ceded to the Soviets (Ukraine SSR). 




The map above is Galicia (1760-1918). 

Two towns are prominent in the documents from the KRAMER/LINDNER family 

1. Jasienica Rosielna is on the left; it is now in Poland); it was named as birthplace for 
Jacob KRAMER 

2. Rohatyn is on the right, it is now in the Ukraine; it was named as birthplace for 
Annie LINDNER (click on rohatyn for more details) 

The towns are about 120 miles apart. 

Towns in Eastern Europe went through many governments and many different names. Jasienica 
(known to the Jews as Yashnitz) was a small farming community. The Jewish population was 
about 550 in 1900. While Rohatyn was a relatively cosmopolitan city, with a Jewish population 
of over 2200. 

For more information on these towns, visit: 
http://kehilalinks.iewishgen.org/kTosno/krosnojasienica.htm 
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http://kehilalin^ 







Jasienica Rosielna, Poland 




Alte mate names: Jasienica * JGFF Town S ear ch f 2 3 Ma tchesl 




RnQiPlna [Pnl] J Ya*5hnit7P [Yiri] J • Yizkor Books fil: 

Jacionirra Pinkas ha-kehiloti entsiklQvedwQ shel im le-min hivosdarrLve-adle-uher shoat 






mShemei fta-bksm ha-sheniua: Poland 1 oL *?: Western Galicia and Silesia 




Region: Lwow 


(Jerusalem, 1984] 
* KehilaLinks 








:i ii" : keh i'.alinks.i ew i 5 h gen . org/ kros n 0/ kros noi asienica,. h tm 






Town District Province Country 






Before WWI fc. 1 g o") : Jasienica Brzozow Galicia Austrian Empire 






Between the wars fc. iq^o): Jasienica Brzozow Lwow Poland 






After WWII ( c. 1 g 5 0) : J asienica Rosiel na Pol and 






Today ( c. 2 0} : J asienica Rosiel na Pol and 




Jewish Population in 1.900: 


546 


Xotes: 


There are a dozen places in Poland named 'J asienica'. This one is the largest, located 2 1 miles S of Rzeszow 
(Zheshuv). 


Jasienica Rosielna. Pol and: 1 q c j 5 1 X. 2 i c 5 7' E Xearb v Jewi sh Communities: 



The Jewish in Jewish Genealogy 

Jewish Names: Our special immigrants had many names. The first and 'true' name(s) of a Jew 
were the names given to him at birth — his Hebrew name (Shem Hakodesh). In Europe they 
used these (religious) Hebrew names on birth and marriage documents (as in the marriage 
contract, or Ketubah), in the synagogue, and in America they can be found on the gravestones. 

Jewish Surnames : a general rule of thumb is Jews in Eastern Europe took surnames in the 
early 19 century, as required by law (the governments required surnames primarily for taxation 
and conscription). In Western Europe surnames were taken earlier. Here's the 1788 Austrian 
decree, which explains why so many Jews have German surnames: 

Jewry in all the provinces should be urged to do the following. Each host of household 
should adopt a constant surname for his family beginning with January 1 st , 1788; 
whoever is taking care of orphans should do the same for them; also each unmarried 
man who is not under the care of his father nor any other care - should do the same for 
himself. An unmarried woman should adopt the surname of her father, and a married 
woman should adopt the surname of her husband. Every particular person without 
exception should adopt a German surname and never change it in his or her lifetime. 
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Jewish Surname sources 

Kramer is shopkeeper or stall keeper in German. Common name sources include: 

1. Occupational Names: Holtz (wood), Holtzknocker (wood chopper), Geltschmidt 
(goldsmith ), Schneider (tailor), Kreigsman (warrior), Eisen (iron), 

2. Descriptive Names of the Head of Household: Hoch (tall), Klein (small), Cohen 
(rabbi ), Burger (village dweller), Shein (good looking), Levi (temple singer), Gross 
(large), Schwartz (dark or black), Weiss (white), Kurtz (short) 

3. City Names: Berlin, Frankfurter, Deutsch (German), Pollack (Polish), Breslau, 
Mannheim, Cracow, Warshaw, Van Praag ( Prague), 

4. Descriptive names: Gluck (luck), Rosen (roses), Rosenblatt (rose paper or leaf), 
Roth (red), Spielman (player), Lieber (dear), Berg (hill or mountain), Wasser 
(water), Stein (stone). 

Why Did the Names Change ? 

Names were changed as part of the assimilation process!!! Immigrants wanted to be 
American and shed their despised immigrant clothing along with their Hebrew and Yiddish 
names. They adapted (Americanized) their surnames (Rutstein to Rothstein, Schtecher to 
Stecker etc.) and their given names (Herschel or Chaim to Harry, Schmuel to Sam). And, as 
always, the key point is the sound of the name! Not the spelling. 

You will notice the different spellings on the many documents. In those days, there was no legal 
requirement if you wished to adjust or change your name (Jakob to Jak to Jacob). Immigrants 
changed their names at will (just as we use nicknames today). From Wikipedia: "Name change 
is a basic legal act that is recognized in practically all legal systems to allow an individual the 
opportunity to adopt a name other than the name given at birth , marriage , or adoption ". In short, 
many states allow a person to change his or her name by using the common law rule. All you 
have to do is use your new name "consistently, openly and non- fraudulently, without 
interfering with other people's rights." 

Jewish History 

The history of the Jewish people is a complex subject and important for genealogists. The 
wanderings of the Jews brought them within the borders of many countries. We cannot begin to 
understand our ancestral origins without a short history of the Jewish people, just to explain 
why Jews are where they are geographically. Jews moved frequently, even in medieval times. 
Many things led to the major Diasporas of the Jews (see Paul Johnson's History of the Jews ). 
Governments became more or less lenient and welcoming, laws changed, pogroms were 
encouraged. 
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The map of Europe changed with every major 
war. Here is a map of Europe before World War I 
« 

At that time the Austrian-Hungarian Empire 
included Galicia, a poor land which included 
many Jews (about 10%). 

From 1914 to 1919 many battles were fought on 
the Galician territory. When the War ended, the 
losers were Austria, Russia, Turkey and Germany. 
The victors (England, France, U.S.) created the 
Treaty of Versailles which reinstated Poland 
almost as it was in 1770s. And so our ancestors 
became Polish subjects. 



Why Did they Emigrate? 

The biggest wave of immigration took place from 1881 through 1924 (in 1924 quotas were 
created and visas were required to enter the U.S.). In 1881 the assassination of Tsar Alexander 
forced the start of the huge emigration from Russia, from pogroms, from anti-semitism, from 
massacres. These occurred too in Poland and the Ukraine, but let's not discount the poverty and 
the dream of providing better for your children. Scholars today believe most of the 2.5 million 
Jews who left Eastern Europe did so for economic reasons, exacerbated by the social 
transformations, rapid modernization and political upheavals. Pogroms were again a motivating 
factor after the first World War. 



What was the Trip Like? 

Most immigrants bought their tickets from an agent from one of the major shipping lines, often 
on the installment plan; these agents marketed the tickets in shtetls throughout Eastern Europe; 
they required no documentation or identification from the purchaser. Sometimes relatives 
purchased tickets from U.S. banks; the banks arranged for the ticket to be delivered. Sometimes 
the ticket package included train information to the ports. 

Buggy to the nearby large town and railroad station. The railroad was the most efficient 
transportation available. By 1906 the railroad system was already well developed. It would have 
taken two, three, maybe four days to journey from a shtetl in Galicia to the Atlantic ports. 
Unless you sailed from a Russian port, you did not need a passport to emigrate and most 
traveled without official paperwork. Steerage: An awful experience. I'm sure you've heard 
about it. 
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The Statue of Liberty (dedicated on October 28, 1886) was one of the first 
sights immigrants saw when arriving in New York Harbor. 




UUlff 




Ellis Island was opened on 
January 1, 1892. 
After a ship entered New York 
Harbor, it was boarded by 
immigration inspectors and United States health 
officers. All steerage passengers were transferred 
from the ship by ferry to Ellis Island. They 
debarked with their luggage and were tagged with a 
card that included the page and line number 



corresponding to how their names appeared on the ship's manifest. 



Contrary to persistent myth — surnames were 
NOT changed at Ellis Island — they had to 
match the names on manifests which had been 
created in Europe. 

On the 2 nd floor, Immigrants were checked for 
about 50 ailments. 

About 20% received chalk marks and were 
held for closer examination, including Hene 
Lindner, who was marked LPC, likely to become a Public Charge, and was only released when 
a relative came and vouched that he would provide shelter. 
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The Kramer Tree 

Abraham Mechel Kramer, b. circa / /1853 Jasienica Rosielna, Galicia, Austria, d. circa / 11931 Jasienica 
+Heni Wisner, b. circa / /1863 Jacmierz?, Galicia, Austria, m. circa / /1883, d. before / /1890 Jasienica 
Rosielna, Galicia, Austria 

1 Jacob Kramer, b. 2/2/1884 Jasienica Rosielna, "Yashnitz", Austria, d. 12/13/1933 Bronx, NY 

+Annie Lindner, b. 7/14/1885 Rohatyn??, Galicia, Austria, m. 1/4/1908 NY, NY, d. 4/25/1951 Bronx, NY 

| Rubin Kramer, b. 9/28/1908 NY, NY, d. 12/15/1979 Hollywood, FL 

j +Lillian Scheiner, b. 9/1 1/1910 NY, NY, m. 4/14/1935 NY, NY, d. 2/10/2000 Hollywood, FL 

j | Judith Mae Kramer, b. 6/2/1938 Bronx, NY 

j j +Stanley Katz, b. 5/29/1934 Bklyn, NY, m. 8/20/1960 NY, NY 
j j | Andrew Victor Katz, b. 1 2/1 8/1 962 Forest hills, NY 

j j j +Josette Marie Wys, b. 6/9/1966 Ponce, Puerto Rico, m. 9/6/2006 Bora Bora, Bora Bora 

j j 1 Cheryl Beth Katz, b. 4/3/1964 Forest hills, NY 

j 1 Phyllis Kramer, b. 8/30/1941 Bronx, NY 

j +Gary Robert Gumbrecht, b. 7/30/1944 Newark, NJ, m. 12/31/1991 Harrison, NY 
| Daniel Kramer, b. 4/19/1910 NY, NY, d. 4/13/1992 Bklyn, NY 

j +Beatrice Lifshitz, b. 6/14/1912 NY, NY, m. / /1936 NY, NY, d. 12/ /1976 West Palm Beach, FL 

j | Jerry Kramer, b. 1 1/ /1942, d. 8/ /2013 

| | +Harriet Cohen, m. circa / /1962 Bayside, NY 

j j | Mattie Kramer>Cohen, b. 1/ /1967 NY 

| | | Howard Kramer>Cohen, b. circa / /1969 NY 

j j j +Nancy Silver, m. 12/4/1993 

| | | ' Spencer Cohen 

j j | Richard Kramer, b. circa / /l 970 NY 

I | ' Janice Kramer, b. circa / /1970 Bklyn, NY 

| | +Linda Manza, b. circa / /1949, m. circa / /1975 

j j 1 Tiffany Kramer, b. circa / /1978 

| | +3rd wife of Jerry (Kramer), m. circa III 998 

j 1 Barbara Kramer, b. 4/16/1947 

| +Kyle Deppe, m. circa / /1967 

j 1 Melissa Deppe, b. 8/9/1972 Dougleston, NY 

j +(--?-) Lombardi, m. circa / /1994 

j |- — Caroline A Lombardi, b. 9/26/1997 Redondo Beach, CA 

j 1 Daniel Lombardi, b. 8/16/2001 CA 

j +Steven Terry McCall, b. circa / /l 970, m. / /2003 

| Caroline Kramer, b. 8/ /1914 Bronx, NY, d. / /2003 Rochester, NY 

j +Morris Szabo>Sobel, b. 1/4/1915 Nagybereg, Karpatalja, Hungary, m. circa 6/ /1942, d. 10/ /1985 
Rochester, NY 14618 
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| 1 Jeffrey Sobel (Szabo), b. circa / /1948 NY 

| i Stacey Jarrit 

| 1 Jacquelyn Sobel, b. / /1983 Woodstock, NY 

j +Matt Hirsch, b. circa / /1980 NY, m. 5/ /2013 

1 Emmanual Kramer, b. 2/6/1922 Bronx, NY, d. 4/16/1994 Bronxville, NY 

+Doris Kay Schwartz, b. 7/9/1924 Jersey City, NJ, m. 1 1/7/1948 

| Joey Kramer, b. 6/19/1950 Yonkers, NY 

j +April Simon, b. circa / /1955, m. 6/24/1979 

j 1 Jessie Sky Kramer, b. / /1982 NY, NY 

j +Linda Pappin, b. circa / /1960 TX, m. circa / /2009 

| Annabelle Kramer, b. 5/28/1953 Yonkers, NY 

j +Scott London, b. / /1953, m. 6/14/1980 Westchester, NY 

j | Eric Robert London, b. 3/29/1 982 

j 1 Katie Lynn London, b. 5/3 1/1986 NY 

| Amy Kramer, b. 8/12/1956 Yonkers, NY 

j +Bill Olin, b. 6/21/1947 Bronx (Woodlawn), NY, m. 4/5/1992 

j | Ashley Olin, b. 6/4/1993 NY 

j 1 Melanie Olin, b. 6/24/1995 NY 

1 Suzy Kramer, b. 9/19/1961 Yonkers, NY 

+Mike Sammarco, b. //1957 New Rochelle, NY, m. 9/16/1984 

| Jordan Michelle Sammarco, b. 2/25/1988 

1 Adrienne Sammarco, b. 10/22/1990 

+Esther Rifka Beim, b. circa / /1865 Lutcza 49492154, Austria, m. circa / /1890 Lutcza, Galicia, Austria, d. / 
/1901 Jasienica Rosielna, Galicia, Austria 

| Ella Kramer, b. 6/16/1899 Jasienica Rosielna, Galicia, Austria, d. 7/13/1986 Encino, Calif 

j +Joe Hoffman, b. 1/4/1890 Buczacz, Galicia, Austria, m. 10/5/1918 NY, NY, d. 8/3/1988 Torrence, CA 
j 1 Rita Hoffman, b. 1/16/1928 PA, d. 3/19/1989 Los Angeles, CA 

j +Curt Fondell, b. 7/31/1921 Czech m. 8/14/1955 Las Vegas, NV, d. 6/5/1987 Los Angeles, CA 
j 1 Joan Fondell, b. 4/29/1959 Los Angeles, CA 

1 Drezel Kramer, b. 4/12/1903 Lutcza, Austria, d. 4/12/1903 Jasienica Rosielna, Austria 

+Caroline (Kramer), m. circa / /1904 Galicia, Austria, d. circa / /1914 Austria 

Contacts Resources & Index 

Phyllis Kramer, VP, Education, JewishGen, inc., phylliskramerl @ gmail.com 561 427 7536 
296 Porto Vecchio Way, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla 33418; 303 East 57 th Street, NY NY 10022 

Judith (Kramer) & Stan Katz, 700 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10021, 212 737-7555 
Andy & Josette Katz , South Beach Florida 
Cheryl Katz, Raleigh N.C. cherykatz33@aol.com 

Phyllis Kramer, VP, Education, JewishGen.org For the Kramers- wherever they may be! First Draft - updated Oct 11, 2013 page # 40 



The Kramer Family Genealogy 



Joan (Hoffman) Fondell, Galisteo New Mexico 
Mrs. (Mickey) Doris Kramer, Eastchester,NY 914 961-2540 
Joey Kramer, Texas 

Amy (Kramer), Bill, Ashley & Melanie Olin, White Plains NY 10607 iluvemmet@yahoo.com 
Annabelle Kramer London, New Rochelle NY akramer528@optonline.net 
Suzy(Kramer), Mike, Jordan & Adrienne Sammarco, Yorktown Heights NY 914 962 2821 
Jeffrey Sobel & Stacey Jarrett Sobel, Woodstock NY 12498 845-679 5528 
Barbara Kramer Deppe: Riverdale,NY bcdeppe@aol.com (347) 945-2365. Riverdale, NY 
Melissa Deppe Lombardi Redondo Beach, Ca 90277 

Resources 

Genealogy/U.S.Documents: 

• www.Ancestry.com 

• www.FamilySearch.org 

• www.SteveMorse.org 

Towns: 

• www.JewishGen.org 

• http://kehilalinks.iewishgen.org/krosno/krosnoiasienica.htm 

• http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/rohatyn/rohatyn.htm 

European Documents 

• www.JRI-Poland.org 

• www.yadvashem.org 

Dropbox: 

• https ://www.dropbox.com/s/z9y lhgayul j48uy/The % 20Kramer % 20Family.pdf 
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